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Need education hours? 
MGV Horticulture Lunch& Learn will continue online until the end of June.  
To register for these  free web based sessions: 
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/news/mgvs-horticulture-lunch-and-learn-
and-happy-hour-information-and-registration 





Rescheduled:  Saturday, June 20th 

Rescheduled 



‘AT LAST’                      ‘AT LAST’ ROSE BY PROVEN WINNER 
Finally - a fragrant, disease-resistant rose! 
It's the dawn of a new day for roses: At Last® combines all the romance of a fragrant, fully-petaled tea 
rose with the no-nonsense practicality of a disease-resistant landscape rose. No spraying is required to 
enjoy a non-stop display of large, sweetly perfumed sunset-orange blossoms from late spring through 
frost. Handsome, glossy foliage and a vigorous, rounded habit makes it ideal for use in the landscape or 
the flower garden. Now available in garden centers near you! 
Top three reasons to grow At Last rose: 
• Combines fragrance and disease resistance 
• Easy care: no spraying required, no need for fussy pruning. 
• Very long blooming, with flowers present from late spring through frost. 
• This easy-care rose defies conventional expectations of what a rose needs to thrive in your 

landscape. To keep it looking great, simply prune back by at least one third its total height each early 
spring, just as the new buds begin to emerge on the stems. Make your cut just above a thick, healthy 
bud, as these produce the most vigorous growth. It can also be fertilized at this time with a granular 
rose fertilizer The plant may be deadheaded if desired, but this is not required for continuous bloom. 

  

I saw this beauty at Kingwood Center in the garden 
shop over the weekend.  Truly a beauty!!!!! 



I’ve often wondered when I go through garden centers and plant retail spaces just 
why Proven Winners brand has become so very popular.  In many cases this grower 
actually dominates total varieties with their trademarked names: ‘Angelface’ 
snapdragons, ‘Supertunia’ petunias’, ‘Superbelles’ calibrachora, ‘Superbena’ 
verbena, ‘Invincibelle’ hydrangeas….just to name a few!  In fact one Ashland 
grower, John Boyer of Honey Haven Farm, said that in order to buy Proven Winner 
plugs he had to commit to their packaging.  That meant for him purchasing specific 
pots or plastic packages as well as the plant identification tags which are placed 
inside each pot.  That’s why (even from small local greenhouses to our ‘big box’ 
stores that sell plants) every Proven Winner purchase will look the same!   

They have a fabulously comprehensive website 
(https://www.provenwinners.com) as well as a Facebook presence.  I am a fan of 
the booklet they mail out (upon request) that is exclusively devoted to container 
planting. 
 
Local growers agree that Proven Winners now is the industry giant and the 
consumers might pay more for a pot of their cultivars but they are getting a 
superior product! 

https://www.provenwinners.com/


The Proven Winner Story 
 
The search for new varieties put Bob and Evelyn Weidner (small retail growers in Encinitas 
California—1973) in touch with well-known Germany young plant business Kientzler. Kientzler 
specialized in vegetatively propagated flowering plants such as New Guinea impatiens. Owner 
Ludwig Kientzler would come to America to visit customers like the Ecke Ranch, a neighbor of 
the Weidners. While in the neighborhood, he’d drop in on Bob and Evelyn. “If we had 
something new we gave it to Kientzler,” Evelyn recalls. “And if Kientzler had something new, he 
gave it to us.”  By the early 1990s, Kientzler had acquired the rights to a few unusual varieties. 
With some Australian natives, plus some other unusual genetics, Kientzler felt they had 
something new and different enough to warrant plant patent protection, plus a wider 
distribution than Weidner’s Gardens could offer  
 
Instead, Kientzler’s Garry Grueber and Weidner’s head grower John Rader had an idea: develop 
a network of like-minded young plant companies that would work together to jointly trial, 
produce and market exciting new plant varieties. With the financial backing of businessman 
Gerry Church, John bought Weidner’s liner business from Evelyn (who’d lost Bob a few years 
earlier), then joined with two of Kientzler’s other New Guinea impatiens licensees, Four Star 
Greenhouses in Michigan and Pleasant View Gardens in New Hampshire, to form a new 
marketing company to sell these interesting new plants. Four Star and Pleasant View, along 
with John’s new EuroAmerican Propagators in California, were geographically diverse enough to 
reach the entire country with young plants, but small and focused enough to give the varieties 
the attention they deserved. That was 1992. 
 



“So they’re just this little fledgling group without a name,” Evelyn recalls. But they did 
have a focus: trial and introduce unique, patented plants, produced from clean stock 
and accompanied with aggressive marketing. Build in a royalty fee for the breeders, 
as well as a marketing fee to help fund advertising and promotion. 
 
Now for a name. The fateful moment took place in a brainstorming session in the 
small offices at Weidner’s Gardens. John Rader recalls that day. 
 
“The liner production side of the Weidners’ business had the name ‘Weidners’ and 
then the tagline, ‘Proven Winners In New Plants.’ I had the name Proven Winners in 
my mind, but I didn’t say it because I thought it was too corny! In the discussion, 
Mary said, ‘How about Proven Winners?’ Neither Tom [Smith, owner of Four Star] nor 
Henry [Huntington, owner of Pleasant View] was there. I later got on the phone to 
Tom and asked him what he thought of the name Proven Winners. He thought it was 
great. I don’t recall the communication with Henry, but I’m sure I must have talked to 
him at some point about it. It’s always embarrassing for me to admit that initially 
back then I thought the name was corny!”  



2020 Native Plant Sale…June 5th 
Cost: $3 per plug. Plant orders and payment are due by June 5, 2020. Plant pick up will be on Wednesday, June 10, 2020, 

from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Longview Center Parking Lot in the back of the building. Order pick up will be on a first-come, 

first-serve basis. Customers will remain in their vehicles while their order is loaded into their vehicle. To order plants, please 

call Gale at Natives in Harmony at (419) 688-9800. Plants are subject to availability. This is not an endorsement. All sales final 

with no guarantee of survival.   

2020 Native Plant Sale Catalog at https://richlandswcd.net/images/downloads/Rain_Garden_and_Barrel_Workshop/Native-

Plant-Catalog-for-Natives-in-Harmony-Sale.pdf 

Rain gardens are created to take advantage of water run-off from rooftops and driveways by diverting it into a shallow 

depression that is planted with native plants and shrubs. These gardens capture and filter storm water before it flows into 

storm sewers and into our creeks and rivers. Native plants provide beauty to the landscape as well as food and shelter for 

local birds, butterflies and other animals. 

Why Plant Rain Gardens? 
The news has been saturated (pun intended) with water-related headlines lately: last year, Toledo’s water was contaminated 

with toxic algae. Locally in central Ohio, we’ve experienced elevated nitrate levels and localized flooding from heavy rainfall 

and runoff. Though compacted and paved suburban or urban landscapes are limited in their ability to absorb rainfall, the 
creative gardeners among us can capture their rainwater in a rain garden. Treating your own home’s runoff is one way 

residents can protect our drinking water while decreasing harmful effects on waterways from flash flooding, erosion, and 

pollution. Storing water temporarily in a rain garden allows it to draw down slowly, preventing the possibility that it will pick up 

pollutants and carry them to the nearest stream. Water is naturally filtered as well: gardens remove and degrade contaminants 

through microbial processes, plant uptake, exposure to sunlight, and absorption to soil particles. Properly designed rain 

gardens capture the first inch of rainfall, and drain within a day. Since most storms produce less than one inch of rainfall, 

capturing it reduces pollutants significantly.  
  

https://richlandswcd.net/images/downloads/Rain_Garden_and_Barrel_Workshop/Native-Plant-Catalog-for-Natives-in-Harmony-Sale.pdf


Here is a repeat post and warning about my arch-nemesis, poison ivy. Contrary to 
everything I've ever read and anyone (doctors, naturalists, rangers, etc.) I've ever talked 
to that says you have to come in direct contact with poison ivy to get a rash, Beware! 
Poison Ivy produces urushiol oil that causes an allergic reaction of blisters and itching in 
many people. I am insanely allergic to this crap. 
I've been able to identify it since I was five years old, but I still manage to come in 
contact with it every single year. I've gotten it from dead vines on firewood in the 
middle of winter, I've gotten it from my dogs roaming through it and bringing it back to 
me, I've even gotten if from shoes that were last worn months and months ago. 
As far as I am concerned, it's to be avoided like a hill of fire ants. Stay away from leaves, 
vines, berries, and roots. The only positive thing I can say is that it is one of the first 
plants to start changing colors for autumn and turns a gloriously vivid scarlet. I am 
posting more than a few pics so hopefully nobody gets a rash like I do. 

Poison Ivy 
Reposted from Summit Master Gardener Volunteers  



   Beware 


